
Capital Campaign Brochure: What We Are Doing and Why 

Mary Immaculate Parish  +  Bellport, New York 



 Lift High the Cross! 
That is exactly what our project is all about: to lift high the cross that stood on 
the roof of our church from 1904. In fact there were two crosses as you can 
see from the pictures on this page. One was on the roof of the church and 
the other on the roof of the entrance porch.  

Our restoration project for our beautiful buildings follows 120 years of similar 
funding projects from the purchase of the property for the little church in 
1901, to the construction of the auditorium in 1955, the classroom addition 
in 1982, and the centennial restoration in 2004. In fact we have  already be-
gun restoring and renewing our heritage with the new doors on the little 
church and the reopening of the arched windows in the porch entrance.  

This brochure will detail three elements to our project: SAFE, SOUND, and    
SACRED. We are doing what is needed for safety in certain areas and to make 
other parts of our property sound for the future of our children. To accom-
plish these goals, we are inviting memorial gifts for the stained glass, stations, 
and statues which enhance the sacred nature of our weekly gatherings in 
our church home. These offerings will also cover the construction costs as a 
whole. 

Kindly review this booklet, pray about your gratitude for Mary Immaculate 
Parish, and join me in deciding on the gift we will each give to share in our 
effort to “Lift High the Cross” over our church and over our lives!  
   

The two original crosses on 
the roof of the little church 

which will be recreated  
and repositioned. 

Restoring the porch, prep for new 
doors, sealing Rose window leak, 
lobby ceiling repair, new tile floor. 



Because of ongoing maintenance, our 
buildings are basically in good shape. Roof 
leaks in the large church and Rectory office 
have been taken care of within our operat-
ing maintenance budget. over the years. 
However there are big issues which need to 
be addressed, and these will cost more than 
our year-to-year budget can handle. 

Large Church Windows 

The decorative panels in the large church 
were designed by Brother Gerard Cormier 
during the pastorate of Msgr. Ryan, and 
were executed by him and parishioners. 
They have served well over many years but 
have faded and are falling out of the win-
dow frames. This has become a safety issue. 

Chimneys 

The brick chimneys on the little church and 
the auditorium are fragile due to  dry and 
crumbling mortar.  They need to be point-
ed and secured. 

Parking Lot 

After a rainfall “Lake Immaculata”  appears 
in our parking lot! There is a problem with 
drainage. Having had the dry wells 
cleaned out by the proper equipment, the 
problem persists. There is also a difficulty 
with the grading of the parking lot with 
water pooling where there is no drain. A 
new comprehensive design for an expand-

ed parking lot will allow for more spaces, 
safe distances between moving and parked 
cars,  as well as new dry wells to accommo-
date rainwater and melting snow. Fortu-
nately, professional testing of the ground 
underneath the lot indicates we are more 
than 18 feet above the water table.  

Outside the kitchen of the large church the 
pavement pitches water back toward the 
building, leaking into the basement.  

All of these corrections will enhance the 
safety of our parishioners and guests. 

Key:  

Yellow existing. 

Blue: new 

New code-compliant 
handicapped parking 
spaces 



SOUND 
Windows in the Large Church 

The large wooden window frames in the 
large church are the original windows from 
1955. They were designed to be opened, 
panel above panel,  by an interior cranking 
system. This system ceased working in 
1959! Each window panel represents a 
weather-stripped contact point. Close ex-
amination reveals that most are not closing 
tightly. This makes heating and air condi-
tioning more expensive than it has to be. 

New aluminum frames have been acquired 
which are “thermally broken’  between the 
outside and inside metal. The window sec-
tions will be glazed with insulated units  
which will further increase the energy effi-
ciency of windows which comprise almost 
half the wall space of our large church. 

Little Church Front Doors 

The porch of the little church was designed 
to be open to the elements by Isaac Henry 
Greene, the architect in 1904. Over the 
years it was enclosed and the openings  of 
the original design  covered over, losing 
the arches over the windows and doorway.  
New front doors have been crafted by the 
Baut Company in Pennsylvania, who made 
the doors for the large church in 2000. 

New wainscoting and sconces have been added to the 
interior of the entrance, along with a new tile floor.  

New doors and stained glass for the Little Church entrance. 

SACRED 
Liturgical Appointments 

We have purchased beautiful statues, stations, and a 
tabernacle from the New York and Brooklyn Dioceses. 
As noted at the back of this brochure,  donations for 
particular items as well as for specific elements of the 
stained glass may be made in memory of the donor’s 
intention. 

Stained glass for the openings in the Little Church porch 



Statues 

Custom made for the former Catholic Chapel 
at JFK Airport, these hand carved linden 
wood statues represent the continents of 
travelers to the airport. From the left: St. 
Isaac Jogues (N. America), St. Martin de 
Porres (S. America), St. Monica (Africa), St. 
Francis Xavier (Asia), St. Anthony (Europe). 

Stained Glass 

Our Patroness, Mary Immaculate, will now 
appear in the large church as she does in 
the rose window of the little church.. She 
will be accompanied by eight angels filling 
the second floor window. There will also be 
smaller windows for the openings in the 
porch of the little church (previous page). 

New “Fishers of Men” Tabernacle                                   New Stations of the Cross 

Mary Immaculate with 8 Angels to be installed in the existing window at the front of the large church in the upstairs room over the lobby. 

Tabernacle and Stations of the Cross 

Each of the 14 stations and the tabernacle may receive 
memorial donations. 



The antique windows as they will 
appear in the existing openings 
and new frames in the large 
church. New matching tinted 
glass is added. 

SACRED 
The new aluminum frames in the large church have been manufactured to accept sections of windows we purchased from the Arch-
diocese of New York’s Office of Liturgical Patrimony. These 100 year old windows made in Germany by the firm of Meyer of Munich 
are from St. Joseph’s church in the Bronx which was closed and torn down. They are scenes from the life of Jesus and Mary. 

The scenes go through the cycle of Jesus life and the liturgical seasons. The color for the appropriate season is in the new borders 
around each set of the windows. New glass panels reflecting colors from the antique windows in a lighter tone complete the full size 
of the original window opening. The lower portion of the windows on the south side will have operable vents allowing access to the 
led lighting to compensate for the area blocked by the Bay Room roof. 



North 
Wall  

Easter Season:      
The Ascension.     
Jesus is taken into 
heaven in the      
presence of his     
disciples. 

Pentecost:  

The Holy Spirit      
descends upon Mary 
and the apostles in 

the upper room, and 
the church is born. 

Ordinary Time:  

The Assumption of Mary.  

At the end of her life, Mary is assumed 
bodily into heaven. 

Advent: The Annunciation.  

The Angel Gabriel visits Mary 
with news of the birth of Jesus.  



Ordinary Time:  

The Presentation.  

Jesus is presented in 
the  Temple to  

Simeon and is  

recognized by him 
and Anna. 

South 
Wall  

Feast of the Holy 
Family:  

Jesus is discovered by 
Mary and Joseph 

conversing with the 
teachers and doctors 

of the law. 

Ordinary Time: Jesus calls a child to  

himself as an example of entering the  

Kingdom of Heaven. 

Ordinary Time:  

Jesus calms the Storm at sea.  

The frightened apostles witness  

Jesus’ command of creation. 



GIFT PLANS 
Dear Friends & Parishioners, 

A separate Memorial Opportunities Booklet has been prepared to illustrate the various opportunities 
available to support our Capital Campaign.  Over the years, many generations of parishioners have 
participated in similar projects to preserve our lovely parish for future generations.   

Please consider the memorials described in our separate booklet in deciding your pledge to support 
this Capital Campaign. Thank you for your sideration of a generous gift as we  

“Lift High the Cross!”      
 

 

Specific Memorial Gifts 
 

In this category, you select  

an item from the  

specific memorial gifts listed in the 

Memorial Opportunities Booklet 

 

Stewardship Memorial Gifts 
 

In this category, you select  

a donation amount from the stewardship  

categories listed on page 4 of the  

Memorial Opportunities Booklet 

Memorial Opportunities                                                                                                 

There are two kinds of Memorial Gift Opportunities 


